1610-13] THE JESUIT RELATIONS 101

and if they had not taken away the license which
was granted him to trade in Beaver and other skins,
to-day we should have had a vast number of cattle,
fruit-trees, people, and buildings in the said province.
For he earnestly desired to see everything estab-
lished there to the honor of God and of France. And,
although he has been deprived of the motive for con-
tinuing, yet up to the present he does not seem dis-
couraged in doing what he can; for he has had built
at Kebec a Fort and some very good and convenient
dwellings. Here at Kebec this [40] great and mighty
river of Canada narrows down and is only a falcon-
shot wide; it has as great a supply of fish as any
river in the world. As to the country, it is wonder-
fully beautiful, and abounds in game. But being in a
colder region than port Royal, since it is eighty
leagues farther North, the fur there is all the finer.

For (among other animals) the Foxes are black and of -

such beautiful fur that they seem to put the Martens
to shame. The Savages of Port Royal can go to
Kebec in ten or twelve days by means of the rivers,
which they navigate almost up to their sources; and
thence, carrying their little bark canoes for some
distance through the woods, they reach another
stream which flows into the river of Canada, and thus
greatly expedite their long voyages, which we our-
selves could not do in the present state of the country.
And from Port Royal to Kebec by sea it is more
than four hundred leagues, going by way of Cape
Breton. Sieur de Monts sent some cows there two
years and a half ago, but for want of some village
housewife who understood [41] taking care of them,
they let the greater part die in giving birth to their
calves. Which shows how necessary a woman is in

The need of
women.



